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Recent availability of antiviral drugs remdesivir and GS-441524 has made Feline Infectious Peritonitis (FIP) 

treatable.(1-3) This study determines treatment phase-specific survival rates in cats as they undergo treatment, 

for the purpose of prognostication for owners. 

A secondary analysis of mortality data from four published studies (n=385) was conducted with permission. All 

cats received 84 days of remdesivir, GS-441524, or both (5-30 mg/kg daily). Outcomes were categorised as 

survival or death, with time-of-death intervals: 2 days, 3-7 days, 8-14 days, and 15-84 days. Kaplan-Meier 

analysis illustrated survival distribution, and a two-sample binomial test identified when mortality significantly 

declined. 

Overall survival rate was 88%. For cats that survived the first seven days of treatment, survival rate increased to 

97%. From 14 to 84 days of treatment, cats had a 98% survival rate. No difference in mortality rate was found 

when comparing effusive and non-effusive presentations.  

In conclusion, use of remdesivir and/or GS-441524 in the effective treatment of FIP is well supported. 

Veterinarians may consider discussing the costs and mortality risks associated with the initial phase of 

treatment, followed by the full treatment costs and significantly improved survival rates beyond the first week. 

The enhanced survival rate after the initial treatment phase can provide owners with the reassurance needed 

to continue treatment.
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